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1947: Partition 

The Indian subcontinent, which has been fought 

over for centuries, is the largest colony of the 

British Empire between 1858 and 1947. In 

August 1947, Britain relinquishes its claim after 

a long nationalist struggle and colonial India is 

partitioned into two states: India and Pakistan, 

the latter bisected by Indian territory. Created 

ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΣ 

Pakistan is formed from parts of two colonial 

territoriesτPunjab in the west and Bengal in 

the east. The partition leads to at least half a 

million deaths and massive population transfers. 

Both countries claim the territory of Kashmir, a 

Hindu-ruled state with a Muslim majority. 

KashmiǊΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜŘŜ ǘƻ 

India, planting a seed that sows a harvest of war 

and terrorism for decades. 

Historic map of the Indian subcontinent  

in August 1947. (CFR.org/Jeremy Sherlick) 

 

1948-1949: War over Kashmir 

The first Indo-Pakistani war begins over the disputed territory of Kashmir, a Muslim-majority territory 

whose leader chose to be part of India rather than Pakistan at partition. The war ends on January 1, 

1949, with a cease-fire arranged by the United Nations, which recommends both India and Pakistan hold 

a referendum in Kashmir. A cease-fire line, known as the Line of Control (LOC), is established with a UN 

peacekeeping force to monitor it. The referendum is never held, however. To the west of the LOC, 

Pakistan controls roughly one-third of Kashmir. 

Indian Sikh troops take up positions in 

Kashmir. (AP/Max Desfor) 
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1951: Internal Instability 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ-general, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, in 

1948, Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan is assassinated in 1951. His death paves the way for the military to 

assert itself in the country's political affairs. A pattern of political violence, repression, and 

assassinations continues to prevent the establishment of democracy in the country.  

Mohammed Ali Jinnah sworn in as governor-

general of Pakistan. (AP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1954: Mutual Defense Agreement 

¦Φ{Φ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ 

perceived threat from India prompt the two countries to sign a mutual defense assistance agreement. 

Military aid to Pakistan between 1953 and 1961 totals $508 million. 

President Eisenhower greets Pakistani Prime 

Minister Mohammed Ali Bogra at the White House 

in October 1954. (Courtesy of the Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Library) 
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1955: Regional Defense Pacts 

Pakistan further aligns itself with the West by joining two regional defense pacts, the Southeast Asia 

Treaty Organization (SEATO) and the Baghdad Pact/Central Treaty Organization (CENTO). As a result of 

these alliances, Islamabad receives nearly $2 billion in U.S. assistance from 1953 to 1961, including $508 

Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƛŘΦ Lƴ мфрсΣ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƛǘ ŀƴ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎΦ Lƴ мфруΣ ƳŀǊǘƛŀƭ 

law is declared and General Mohammed Ayub Khan takes over. 

Pakistani President General Mohammed Ayub Khan 

with members of the presidential cabinet in Karachi, 

November 1958. (AP) 

 

 

 

 

 

1962: Indo-China War 

The presidency of John F. Kennedy and the Indo-China War saw the United States reaching out to India 

and offering it both military and economic aid. Pakistan, wary of U.S. relations with its archrival, made 

its displeasure known. President Kennedy had assured Pakistani President Mohammed Ayub Khan that if 

the United States decided to give India military aid, he would talk with Khan first. His failure to do so in 

November 1962 deeply offended the Pakistani leader. To reassure Pakistan, Washington reaffirms its 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻm India. 

Historic map of Kashmir after the 1962 Indo-China 

War (CFR.org/Jeremy Sherlick) 
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1965: Second War over Kashmir 

The United States cuts off aid to both Pakistan and India as a second war erupts over Kashmir. The war 

begins in August 5, 1965, and ends September 22, 1965, with both sides agreeing to a UN-mandated 

cease-ŦƛǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳōƛǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

States is disillusioned by a war in which both sides used U.S.-supplied equipment. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ 

ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ¦Φ{Φ 

military support, on increasingly warm terms with China, and treated equitably by the Soviet Union. The 

result is a tricky endeavor to maintain good ties with the United States while cultivating ties with China. 

An armed Indian patrol on the move in Kashmir, 

August 1965. (AP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1971: Civil War 

East and West Pakistan fail to agree on a constitutional arrangement after the Awami LeagǳŜΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 

9ŀǎǘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ ŀǊƳȅΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

Bengali political voice and its demands for autonomy, cracks down in East Pakistan. The U.S. 

government, which has been secretly trying to open a dialogue with China with the help of Pakistani 

military ruler Yahya Khan, is condemned by Western media for its silence on the bloody crackdown. East 

Pakistan attempts to secede, and India intervenes in support of East Pakistan, helping it break away to 

become the independent state of Bangladesh. The United States again suspends military aid to Pakistan, 

causing resentment among Pakistanis. 

Mukti Bahini soldiers from East Pakistan who fought 

against the Pakistani army in 1971. (AP/Horst Faas, 

Michel Laurent) 
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1972: Simla Agreement 

In July 1972, Pakistan signs the Simla peace agreement with India. The pact, signed by Indian Prime 

Minister Indira Gandhi and Pakistani President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, arises following the 1971 war 

between the two countries. It seeks to lay down the principles that should govern their future relations. 

It also envisages steps to be taken for further normalization of bilateral relations. Most importantly, it 

ōƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ άǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōȅ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

Pakistani President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Indian 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at peace talks in 

Simla, India. (AP) 

 

 

 

 

 

мфтпΥ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ .ƭŀǎǘ 

India conducts its first nuclear detonation in May 1974, calƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ άǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

United States worries that Pakistan may retaliate but believes that Islamabad does not yet have the 

ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ wǳǎƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΥ ά¢ƘŜȅ ώtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴϐ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

conceivably decide to launch their own [nuclear] crash program although we estimate that their 

ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƳŜǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ мфтрΦ 

Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at the nuclear test site in 

Pokhran, India. (AP) 
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1979: USSR Invades Afghanistan 

²ƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƻǇǇƭŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ {ƻǾƛŜǘ-allied government in Kabul, the 

Soviet Union invades Afghanistan, beginning a decade-long occupation that drains Soviet military power 

and national morale. It also turns northern Pakistan into a base and conduit for U.S.- and Saudi-armed 

!ŦƎƘŀƴ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ 

beginning a deep involvement in Afghan politics that bedevils the two nations to this day. Meanwhile, 

mounting evidence of a major Pakistani nuclear-arms project, including construction of a uranium-

enrichment facility, leads Congress to suspend military aid to Islamabad the very same year.   

Two Soviet tanks set up positions ouside 

the city of Kabul in January 1980. 

(AP/Michel Lipchitz) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1981: The CIA and Afghanistan 

The administration of U.S. President Ronald Reagan offers a five-year, $3.2 billion economic and military 

aid package to Islamabad. Pakistan becomes a key transit country for arms supplies to the Afghan 

resistance, or mujahedeen, as well as a camp for some three million Afghan refugees, many of whom 

have yet to return home. With Saudi intelligence agents acting as intermediaries, the Central 

InǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ό/L!ύ ŎƻǾŜǊǘƭȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ LƴǘŜǊ-Services Intelligence (ISI) in training and arming 

the mujahedeen inside camps in Pakistan along the border with Afghanistan. 

Mujahedeen rebels in Afghanistan in May 

1980. (AP) 

 

 

 

 


