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HOSTILE HILLS AND DRY CANALS

Pakistandbs Strategic I nteres

Shehzad H. Qazi

The South Asian region has been marred by regional conflicts for many decades. The largest post
Second Worl&Wardispute in the region has been between Pakistan aghid bver the

(previously) Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir. The conflict, almost sixty years old, persists
even after the proposal of multiple seemingly viable solutions. The complexity and perpetuation of
this dispute clearly indicate that the partiasolved have certain underlying strategic interests in

this region which they look to safeguard. These strategic interests, which inevitably stand in the
way of a settlement, have rarely been stated openly by the governments of either state. This paper
lays out the strategic interests that Pakisfiads in Kashmir, focusingrimarily oneconomic and
security concerns. ©¢ffreshivits esowcesfe agRcalkiral purpasesd s ne e d
and production of hydrelectric energy, and its reliancenahe Kashmir region for receiving
freshwater. Thereafter, the security risks posed to Pakistan by the loss of Kashmir are analyzed
and discussed. Finally, the paper states the changes in attitude and approach which are required
and essential irmoving tovards a peaceful settlement.

Since the partition of Britisindia in 1947 the new Dominions of Pakistan and
India were involved in a heated battle, on the field and inside the diplomatic chambers,
over the Princely State of Kashmir. By médigust 2007gach of the two nations will be
celebrating sixty years of independence. Afiety yearsthreewars[1948; 1965; 1999],
and several United Nation Security Council (UNS@etingsthe resolution of this
dispute still does not seem in sigApart fromthe complicationshatbecame attached to
the probler, which today warrant remedy and occupy the attenticacatiemicsind
policy-makers there exist rather simple strategic concerns of each country iKagtenir
region which act as road blocks in trelpto peace and reconciliation in the Iréiak
region

It is widely arguel that eitherstateaspireso acquire Kashmftin order tovalidate
the nationalist basis of itscreation i t 6 s fAan i deol ogi cal i ssue i
t wo c o wretnrt ii. Arsl§sts i@rgue tha®akistandemandsplebiscite in Kashmir
because it expects Kashmir would choose Pakmstatme basis of common religion,
Islam Thisis basednthe official and popular argument in Pakistan favoring the
accession of KashmiKashmir is a Muslirmajority areaMuslims of Kashmir wish to
unite with their Muslim brothers in Pakistan, and tKashmirmust become a part of
Pakistafi. On the other hand, scholars arghatindia wishes to hold on to Kashmir and
federate ito prove that a Muslim majority province can exist and prosper within a Hindu
majority nation, therebydisproi ng t he basi s fohepoputaki st ands cr
interpretation dfJ i n n a h-faton theors.

This paper was written under the guidance offdchard E. Ward (Deaof Student Affairs, IUPUI) who
mentoredhe author. It is part of the research carried out irStblemme r Di ver sity Schol ar ds
Program at IndianaUniversity-Purdue University Indianapolis.
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nationalism, not Islamic nationalism werailedd wasenough to disprove the popular
interpretation of the Twmation theory. As for the accession of the entire Kashmir region
to either Pakistan or India is concerned, depending on which state Kashmir decides to

accede tpor whether iproposesndependence, the peoples of either nation woold
conclude this as a shortcoming of their nationalism. On the conthegywill deem the

people of Kashmir asngratefulandtreacherousT herealreadyexistin Pakistan
stereotypical characterizationskashmirisasbang ingrates and it does not take long

for peopl e
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requires education aredscholarlyanalysis which unfortunatelynost of the population
of these nations does not possé&s$erefore, the governmenof either nation daot need
to focus m confessing to their people thhe nationalist callsheir predecessors had
harpeduponwereconstructed ohalf-truthsor passiorfilled fantasies alonéviost
academicsgnore this reality in their discourse over Kashmir.

Pakistan has various gatraegic interests in the Kashmir regiomhich include
political, economic and security concerbsy, its primary interest revolhgaround its
need for fresh water resourcésis paper will primarily focusn what role these
concerns play for Pakistaandwhy they have become fundamental to any decision that
Pakistan would maker accepas part of the Kashmir resolution.

A Geographic Analysis

Wars and conflicts often have an underlying relatiothecconsumptioror
sharingof natural resource84odern day warsarealso linkedto interests over natural
resourcesin each conflictonly a differentnatural resourctakes the role aheconstant
It has been widelgstablishedy academics thatow and in the futurgit he nat ur al
resource mostlikelyot st i mul ate interstate resource war
With thegeneral importancplaced upormil as a valued natural resouyeeater
seems almost a secondary candidate to fight él@wnever, he answer to thisomes

almost naturally from Nirvikar Singhnd Ben Cr ow, who expl ain: N S
governments seek to control égreat rivers of
tangible, solution toéfundamental probl ems o

ur ban 8 &g furtkes disdussiowill demonstrate, the economic, political and social
systems of South Asian states are structured to inevitably make water the single most
valued resource, therefore, the resource which entails the greatest conflict.
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Pakistan: Drainage of the Indus River and its major tributaries.
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Indus

The River Indus and its tributaries all come into Pakistan from Kashmir. Originating in
Southwestern Tibethe river flows into Indian administered Jammu and Kashmir.
Flowing through Ladakh it crosses through the autiyeestablished Line of Control
(LOC). It then tows over the Karakoram Range, niog into the Northern Areasf
Kashmir(administered by Pakistan) and flows into the North West Frontier Province
(N.W.F.P). After approaching the Tarbela reservoir, theigiically reaches the Punjab
near Kalabagh

Jhelum

The JhelunRiver begins in the Indiaiheld Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) at a spring at
Vernag.Falling into the Wullar Lake, the river flows through the Pir Pangal Range. After
coming inside Azad Kashmiheld under Pakistan) it goes into the Kishanganga Ejver
whereafter it flows into the Mangla reservoir and then along the Pakistan and Azad
Kashmir border, neighboring the N.W.F.P and the Puijedimthere theJhelumRiver
makes it way into the Punjab.

Chenab

Originating in the Indian Himalayan range of the Himachal Pradesh tta@henab
River flows into Jammu and Kashmand fom there it flows down into the Punjab

The remaining two rivers, the Ravi and Sytlehich along with the three
discussed above give Punjab (five rivers) its naomnginate and come through India
only; therefore, in the current context thei

Thepoint critical to the discussion is that thesentiakternionof the Indus,
Jhelum, and Chenab, which provides mosPd k i sfresawaiirs comes from
Kashmir. Its control and usage, therefore, due to the geography, can never be in
Paki st ano s unkessPakistan wasotangain amritrol of all of Kashmir
Furthermore, it imlsoseen thathe originationof all the five major riversvhich form
Pakista® s wat er extema w usrbaraers.i s

Paki stands need for water
Agricultural needs

Pakistan, like other South Asian states, has a primarily agricultural ecénding

Punjab is the agricultural heartland of Pakistais the prime producer of cotton and

rice. Cotton is Pakistands premiere i mport.
essential to the people and economy of Pakistan for subsistedcemmeral

purposesThe irrigation and canal systsmf Punjab, whictarecritical to its agricultural

sustenance and growidrecompletely dependant on the rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab,

Ravi and Sutlej, té origination of all of whichas stated aboves external to Pakistan.
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These rivers also go down and help the irrigation system of the province of Sindh,
theeconomyo f whi c h, isaldo ®cused onjagriduifuse.,
ThereforePunj amd sSabdhosy to produce crops evVve
survival as an agricultural econopmgstsmostly upon its ability to access these
freshwaters flowing in from Kashmir.

Hydro-power needs

Pakistan, though now working towards a civil nuclear program in cooperation with

China, till today and for years tmme will be primarily dependant on hydropower in

order to geneate electricity in the countryrakistan, due to inefficient management of the
waters coming in from the Indus, et ceterapisme of t h ewateoshdrtd s mo st
countrie$®. Thisadverséy affectsthecountryd energy producingapacity.

Regul ar power out asghee,d drienfgedr,r eids tcoo namso nfii |iona
whe;&there is electricityn April and May 2007 the country facadhother energy
crisis™.

The Mangla and Tarbela dams are Bakia n 6 s p r-elestgcrsqurcasiyied r o
Mangla dam is |l ocated in Azad Kashmir and dd
Ki shanganga Ri ver “swhichsag motecflowsifram the Narthemsterno
part of Ammu and Kashmifindian administered). Thearbela damlocated in the
N.W.F.P, is dependant on water flowing in from the Indus River, whichindlly
flows in from theIndian administered part of Kashmirhus, Pakistan, for hydrelectric
generatioras well is completelyeliant on water cming in from KashmirTill the time
it develogs alternate sources for powgenerationit will need to ensure full access to
these water resirces.

Security concerns

iKashwmarésand the southwest éar.ébétispenmout h
observaion by Robert Mayfield in his early 1950s study of Kashmir is enough to convey
the security threat Pakistan feleddaweier om | ndi
to gain ontrol overall of Kashmirit would instantly gain the altitude advantage,
controlling the mountain ranges from which it could launch attacks on Pakistan.
Furthermore, and more importantlpdian control of KashmimeansPakistarbeng
aurrounded by India ofour fronts: South Eastern, Eastern &with Eastern Punjab, and
the nothern border of the N.W.F.P.
Moreover fishould India control Kashmir there would no longer be natural
defense lines between the two countries, such as nowirexie Sutlej and Ravi
Ri veCQaosrétr ol of the approacheséfromylsdaut hwest
easi®er. o
In all wars with Indiasofar, as happened in 196Bakistan hagearedan Indian
invasion primarily through Punjaln the event ofndia controlling all of Kashmir,
thereby Pakistan being exposedfour sides,Pakistanidefense oftials would fear a
situationin which Pakistanforceswould bekeptoccupiedwith attacks being launched
on the NorthWestern, North Eastern and South Eastern frastgnnvasion through the
plains of Punjals carried out
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It was for this reason, eéhlate Premier of Pakistan, Liaquat Ali Khan said in 1951
that @At he ver yod theossateyic positioneffKaskréins buchi that
without it Pakistan cannot defend itself against an unscrupulous government that might

c o me i rn°Pakistaninsecudities in this regard have been aptly captured by Akbar
Khan who said that if Indian troops were staéda | | across Kashmirds we:
permanent threat would loom and fAPaRistanos

Hostile Hills and Dry Canals

A plebiscitebeing held in Kashmimeans that all of Kashmithe entire Princely
State as it was prior to the creation of the cdaedine) must vote Depending on what
choice the Kashmiri people are given,réheouldresult a situatinin whicheither all of
Kashmir becomes a part of India or Kashmir emerges as an independent state. Either case
would deliver a heavy blow to Pakistaspirations and interests

Amongst academics and policy makers it has been clear from the start why
P&istan has pushed to gain Kashmir as the fifth provincEewo r easons f or Pak
desire to control Kashmir stand out above all: development of hydroelectric [zovadér
protection of water sources forirrigath i n t he P & Bvyersamongshase Si nd. o
who emphasize natiebuilding as being therealreastmmPa ki st ands bid to se
Kashmir, most have recognigehis argument.



